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4th National Organic Farmers’ Survey:
Sustaining Organic Farms in a Changing Organic Marketplace

GMOs and Organic



Q. Based on what you know today about the use of GMOs in
agriculture, what do you believe is the risk of exposure and
contamination of your organic farm product(s) by GMOs?

• 46% rated their risk
of contamination as
moderate or greater

• 30% characterized
their contamination
risk as high to very
high
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Figure 7.1--Perceived level of 
GMO contamination risk. 1,008 respondents.



Q. What sources, if any, do you feel present risks of GMO
contamination to your organically grown products, and to
what degree?
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Contaminated equipment (f=789)

Contamination at processor/in
processing (f=791)

Contaminated farm inputs (f=823)

Genetic (pollen) drift in field (f=899)

Contaminated seed stock (f=870)
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Figure 7.2 --Perceived sources of GMO contamination risk

Possible GMO 
contamination source

• Respondents
identified
contaminated seed
stock and pollen drift
as presenting the
highest level of GMO
contamination risk



Q. Which, if any, of the following measures have been carried
out on (or on behalf of) your farm in response to your organic

farm product(s) risk of exposure to GMO contamination?
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Changed processors or processing procedures

Other - Careful consideration of seed sources

Changed cropping locations

Altered cropping patterns or crops produced

Adjusted timing of crop planting

Discontinued use of certain inputs at risk for GMO
contamination

Increased size of buffer zones to neighboring farms

Communicated with neighboring farmers about GMO
risks to your farm 

No measures have been carried out specifically in
response to GMO contamination risks 

Percentage of respondents 
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(more than one response is 
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Measures carried out by organic farmers in 
response to GMO contamination risk

Figure 7.3--Measures  carried out in response to GMO risks. 922 respondents.

• 48% of respondents
have carried out
some measure in
response to
contamination risk.

• The greatest
percentage 24%,
communicated with
neighboring farmers.

• Other measures
represent potential
financial financial
impacts.



Q. What entities, if any, have requested or required that any
of your farm's seed, inputs or products be tested for GMOs?
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Figure 7.4--Incidence of buyer or certifier requests for GMO 
testing. 969 respondents. • 27% of

respondents have
had a GMO test
either requested
or required by an
organic certifier
or a buyer.



Q. Has any of your farm's seed, other inputs or organic farm
product been tested for GMOs?
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Figure. 7.5--Incidence of GMO testing. 979 respondents.

• 17% of respondents
have had GMO testing
conducted.



Q. Did any of these seed, input, or organic products test
positive for GMO contamination?
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GMO test results: 
Were any test results positive?
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Figure  7.6--Results of GMO testing.  233 respondents.

• 11% of those
who have had
GMO testing
done received a
positive test
result.

• This represents
2% of the total
respondent
population.



Q. Has your organic farm operation borne any direct costs or
damages related to the presence of GMOs in agriculture?
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Loss of sales due to presence of GMOS
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Loss of organic certification due to
presence of GMOs in organic products

Loss of organic sales/market due to
perceived or actual contamination risk

Payment for testing seed, inputs, or
your organic farm products for GMO

contamination

No direct costs related to GMOs have
been incurred
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Figure 7.7 --Direct costs or damages incurred by GMOs. 938 respondents.

• 8% of respondents
indicated that their
organic farm has
borne some direct
costs or damages
from GMOs



Q. Do you feel that a regulatory framework is in place to
adequately protect your organic farm product(s) from
damages due to possible contamination by GMOs?
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55%
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Figure 7.8--Organic farmers opinions on whether there is 
sufficient regulatory protection from GMO contamination.
 990 respondents. • Only 10% of

respondents feel that
a sufficient
regulatory
framework is in place
to protect their
organic products
from GMO
contamination



Impact of GMOs, by State

    Derived by combining responses of those producers

experiencing the most impact.

• Greatest impact: Iowa and Wisconsin

• 2nd level of importance: MN, IL, MI, OH, NY, NE

• 3rd level: IN, MO, KS, ND




