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teo by CA organic farmers 1990.

_ et|t|ve grants program to fund organic research and
__~_: cation since 1992.

-_E: Demographic and other information on the national
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-—“propulatlon of organic farmers (surveys).

Media resource on organic issues.
~ National policy analysis and advocacy for organic research.
www.ofrf.org
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HE ORGANlC PARADIGM

m, properly speaking is not
i at uses certain substances and avoids
| , S; it is a farm whose structure is formed
ltatlon of the structure of a natural
= , It has the integrity, the
mdependence and the benign dependence of
= an organism.’

Wendell Berry
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SEOrganic Definitions

yroduction system that is managed ... to
€spond to site-specific conditions by
integrating cultural, biological, and
_';_y mechanical practices that foster cycling of
— “resources, promote ecological balance,
and conserve biodiversity.”

-USDA National Organic Regulation
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® | SN U demand drlvmg mcreased
orgoucUon

NS, retail doubled in last five years, appx.
=, 15 Billion in 2006.
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~ “\ass Market” retail ~50% of all U.S.
sales.

-Nutrition Business Journal, March 2006
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° 2,_5. of'all U.S. food sales.
3,506 of U.S. dairy sales.
=9% Of packaged/prepared foods.
= H-S 6% of fruit & vegetable sales.
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-Nutrition Business Journal, March 2006




SHOWING Pains,

® Syl shortages
® %so consolidation and concentration.

- H gh profile struggles over standards and
= —wenforcement

= R

=g “Identity Crisis” at the grass-roots.




. -.ﬁ‘
SONVErSIonttag

© -:e-digit growth in U.S. production
acity.
__-__;.f U.S. import/export ratio.
f{gnificant obstacles to increased rate of
= transition to organic.
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OIISTIACIES tor Tansitionms

® U.5, comioelitasio oo oioel gk
= INO 2 ternatlve support for transition.
O rc @ JlAstrance programs not suited.

fack of market/handling infrastructure.
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= 1abor ISSues.
Cultural/community barriers.
LACK OF INFORMATION!




PIEENIC Reseanch

y 1960 USDA study shelved.

7 OFERE review: <
earch & extension

= ’11998 2002 micro-esta
agencies & university

& Byaension™

iy

.19% of USDA
nortfolio.

plishment In

Drograims.
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® JSPA CSREES Integrated Organlc
Hreo @ $5 Milllon comp. grants.

RIUSDA-ARS explicit organic projects $4
= Villion.

~ USDA-SARE $2-3 Million.
DA-Economic Research Service $500K.
National Rsch. Initiative $1-2 Million?
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o /oof Jietall of $12 Million = — .6% USDA
I-{r* bUdgEt

"alr shiare” based on markets would be

= acloser o 3%.
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‘European Union organic research
expenditures appx. $100 Million.

2007 Farm Bill goal: $60 Million!
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From J. Bradford

Iman Health

Economics

~— Harvest /
~ Technology
Marketing /

Tillage

SyStens Crop Rotation

Industry/Growers

Organic
Agriculture
Production

Systems

Soil Nutrient
Balance

Soil Microbial
Balance
Seed

Technology

Crop Variety

Soil Health

Plant Health
\ Foliar Spray

Technology

Organic
Products

Weed Control

Insect Control
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Cover Crop Management
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nole-System Measurement
ganic Matter Management

° hplied Soil Agroecology
=6 'rmplasm Adapted for Organic Systems
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— HrSystemlc Biocontrol

| Integrated Livestock Systems
Product Quality Outcomes
Market Versatility
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T'he Organic Center
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= f:‘_: Charles Benbrook, Chief Scientist




EeImNYRBaett, UC Davis, at Wwww.organic-center.org
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Multi-Disciplinary Approach

Understanding effects of cultural practices on food quality




