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Dear Friends of OFRF,
If there is one word that defines 2025 for our community, it is steadfast.

The past year tested organic agriculture in new ways. Federal funding freezes created 
uncertainty. Trade disruptions rippled through supply chains. Long-standing programs 
faced new scrutiny. Farmers once again found themselves navigating shifting ground—
economically, politically, and environmentally.

And yet, across the country, organic farmers continued to do what they have 
always done: adapt, innovate, and lead. At OFRF, we stood with them. We showed 
up in the field, in Washington D.C., and in virtual and in-person spaces where 
farmers were gathering with science-backed resources and information to share.

We brought farmer stories directly to lawmakers and agency staff. We expanded the reach of 
farmer-led research so that practical, field-tested solutions could spread faster. We launched 
the Organic Research Hub so farmers and researchers could more easily access credible, 
science-based knowledge when they needed it most. And we deepened our commitment to 
ensuring that organic agriculture is not only resilient, but equitable and accessible.

This was not a year of flashy wins. It was a year of quiet, determined work—protecting hard-
won progress while continuing to build toward a stronger future.

Organic agriculture has always required courage: the courage to farm differently, to 
question the status quo, to invest in long-term soil health, even when short-term pressures 
mount. In 2025, we saw that courage reflected across our entire community.

When we invest in organic research, education, and advocacy, we are investing in more 
than a production system. We are investing in healthy soil, thriving rural communities, 
climate resilience, fairness, and the future of food.

Executive Director, OFRF

Thank you for standing with us in a year that required resolve. 
As we look toward 2026 and the next Farm Bill cycle, your 
continued support and engagement have never mattered 
more.

With gratitude and determination,

THIS YEAR REMINDED US 
WHAT IT MEANS TO SHOW UP.

Farmers showed up for their land and their communities. Together, 
we showed up to ensure they had the research, resources, and 

representation they deserve.

With your support, we can continue this work—strengthening organic 
agriculture as a solution for a healthier, more resilient food system.

Ways to give include cash, stocks, IRA distributions, donor-advised 
funds, estate planning, vehicle donations, and corporate matching.

SHOW UP 
WITH US.

Visit ofrf.org/donate 

or email give@ofrf.org 

to get started.
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FARMER-LED TRIALS

Even in uncertain times, farmers continue to show up - day after 
day, season after season.

Since 2024, OFRF has supported that leadership by supporting farmers in 
investigating solutions to their own production challenges. Through the Farmer-

Led Trials program, new ideas are tested in real-world conditions and shared 
across the community—turning individual experience into collective progress.

SHOWING UP IN THE FIELD

Samantha Otto, founder and farmer of 
The Woven Trifecta (MI), FLT Program Participant. 

19 OFRF Farmer-
Researchers
and counting

Farmer-Researcher 
webinar 
presentations7
Farmer-Led Trial 
Reports11

Innovation, Practice, Persistence

ORGANIC & NRCS

“These programs have been incredibly beneficial to our farm...We 
know this project will improve our water quality, reduce erosion 

for where the hedgerows will be, and increase biodiversity of the 
site that we have, by bringing beneficial insects and birds.”

 - Héktor Calderón-Victoria,
Three Feathers Farm (CA), 2025 Farmer Story

Natrual Resource and Conservation (NRCS) staff showed up with a desire to better 
understand organic systems—asking how they could more effectively support 

farmers as they navigate conservation programs. Farmers showed up with real-world 
experience—demonstrating what conservation looks like on working organic farms. 

 - Rachel Opio, Little Lighthouse Farm (AZ), 2025 Farmer Story

“If I hadn’t used cover crops, I would have never been able to grow 
anything in this soil. The first day I put a trowel in the soil after 
amending it for over a year, the trowel just slid in like a glove. And 

then I saw the worms. I was crying. Soil life is amazing.”

Through training and webinars with OFRF, NRCS staff gained practical 
insights into organic production, f rom research-backed practices to 

real-world farm examples. At the same time, we worked with farmers 
across the country to share their stories—highlighting how conservation 

programs can be used, adapted, and improved for organic systems.

The result is more than knowledge. It’s alignment—between the people 
stewarding land and the systems designed to support them.

OFRF BROUGHT THOSE GROUPS TOGETHER.

https://ofrf.org/research/farmer-led-research-trials/
https://ofrf.org/research/farmer-led-research-trials/
https://ofrf.org/research/farmer-led-research-trials/
https://ofrf.org/news/farmer-led-trials-program-spotlight-the-woven-trifecta/
https://ofrf.org/research/farmer-led-research-trials/#FLT-Spotlights
https://ofrf.org/research/farmer-led-research-trials/#FLT-Spotlights
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrU1wmbiA2GajZIivOxUH8xKth27UQwsL
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrU1wmbiA2GajZIivOxUH8xKth27UQwsL
https://hub.ofrf.org/search?_resource_type=flt
https://ofrf.org/news/real-talk-on-eqip/
https://ofrf.org/news/urban-farming-with-little-lighthouse-farm/
https://conservationwebinars.net/previous-webinars/webinarSearch?SearchableText=Organic+Farming+Research+Foundation&branding=&Subject=&getSponsoringAgency=&getListOfCEUsNotExpired3=&s_on_date=1&portal_type=Webinar&sort_on=webinarDate&sort_order=ascending&formSubmitted=1&review_state=published
https://ofrf.org/nrcs/#TSP
https://ofrf.org/nrcs/#stories
https://ofrf.org/nrcs/
https://ofrf.org/nrcs/


 Showing up in Washington means carrying the voices of farmers 
into the rooms where decisions are made.

At OFRF, we recognize organic agriculture as a leading force for 
resilience, sustainability, and innovation. To advance our policy priorities, 

we work alongside partners and policymakers to build and maintain 
bipartisan support—ensuring organic agriculture continues to grow in 

both impact and recognition.

Vinnie with 
Rep Andy Ogles (TN)

Alice Runde, 
National Organic Coalition

PA Secretary 
of Agriculture 
Russell Redding

Congressman 
Zach Nunn (IA)

“As OFRF’s point person in D.C., I spend my days walking the halls of 
Congress, meeting with lawmakers and their staff, and talking about 

the value of organic farming research. We work to ensure organic 
perspectives are heard and reflected in policy decisions. What’s 

striking is that whether I’m in a Democrat’s office or a Republican’s, 
the conversations almost always land in the same place: 

organic farming research matters.”

-Vinnie Trometter, OFRF Policy Manager

142
Meetings with Congressional 

staff on the Hill 

5
Sign-on letters 

coordinated across Congress

In 2025 OFRF:

SHOWING UP IN WASHINGTON

Atten
ded Delive

red

Gordon Merrick, OFRF

Speaker of the House
Mike Johnson (LA)

- Dr. Nicole Tautges, Michael Fields Agricultural Institute

“It is important now more than ever to communicate to our 
legislators how organic agriculture research plays out on the 

ground. I’m incredibly grateful to OFRF for facilitating this 
meeting (with Congressman Scott Fitzgerald’s (R-WI-05) staff). 
Without their support, I wouldn’t have had the chance to share 

our stories directly with lawmakers.”

COMMUNICATING WITH LEGISLATORS

370
Researchers, farmers, and advocates 

completed the course in 2025

Showing up in Washington doesn’t start in Washington—it starts with 
people feeling confident enough to share their story.

OFRF’s free, self-paced course helps farmers, researchers, and advocates do 
just that—equipping them with the tools to communicate with policymakers 

and influence the decisions shaping the future of food and farming.

- Dr. Dilip Panthee, North Carolina State University

“We can’t afford to stay silent... Regular engagement 
with lawmakers helps them understand the value of our 
research and how it contributes to the competitiveness 

and sustainability of the U.S. organic industry.”

Influence and Voice

https://ofrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/OFRF-Policy-Priorities-2025.pdf
https://ofrf.org/news/advancing-organic-agriculture-examining-how-to-make-the-midwest-a-center-of-organic-oat-and-buckwheat-production-with-congressmen-scott-fitzgerald/
https://ofrf.org/advocacy/communicating-with-legislators-email-course/
https://ofrf.org/news/advancing-organic-agriculture-sharing-tomato-research-with-senators-tillis-and-budd/
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“Every good research idea I’ve ever had has come from 
being in community and working with farmers…so it 

[good research] is not my idea really. It really behooves 
researchers to be out with farmers.” 

- Dr. Mary Hendrickson
University of Missouri, Seeds of Success Panelist 

In a changing landscape, access to trusted knowledge is 
essential.

SHOWING UP WITH KNOWLEDGE

organic farmers shared their expertise in 
seven webinars with 1K+ attendees

11

17
science-based resources created and organized to guide 

organic farmers and researchers, with 6K+ downloads

1K+
hours of educational videos watched

In 2025, OFRF showed up by strengthening how research is 
shared, understood, and applied. Through Seeds of Success 
and other educational initiatives, we connected farmers and 

researchers, translated complex science into practical insights, 
and expanded access to tools that support better decision-
making on the ground. This work ensures that knowledge 
doesn’t remain siloed—it becomes a shared resource that 

advances the entire organic community. In 2025:

- Jordan Settlage, Settlage & Settlage Farms (OH)
OFRF Organic Stewardship Council Member

THE ORGANIC RESEARCH HUB
The Organic Research Hub was created to bring organic 

research into the hands of the people who need it most. By 
gathering science-backed resources, practical tools, and 

farmer-informed insights in one place, the Hub helps transform 
information into action—supporting better decisions on farms 

across the country.

“There’s a lot of noise online. The Hub cuts through that. I was 
changing our compost management and had some questions. 
In less than a minute, the Hub helped me find exactly what 
I needed—from credible sources I trust. That’s a big deal. I 
can use it to make real decisions for our farm.”

Resources added to the Hub864
Regional organic farming experts 
listed in Hub Extension Directory231

Visitors 15K+
Pageviews33K+

Since
 laun

ching 
the 

Hub 
in Ap

ril 20
25

In 20
25

www.hub.ofrf.org

Your gateway 
to organic 

farming research.

Infrastructure and Access

https://ofrf.org/resource/building-successful-farmer-researcher-collaboration/
https://ofrf.org/news/lessons-from-ofrfs-farmer-researcher-collaboration-panel/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-1IiMYz654k-gSK9vcMMPQ
https://ofrf.org/news/seeds-of-success-events/
https://ofrf.org/news/press-release/ofrf-introduces-members-of-new-organic-stewardship-council/
https://hub.ofrf.org/
https://hub.ofrf.org/directory


INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Jill and Walt Auburn 
Peggy Backup

Catherine Baggott
Jeremy Barker-Plotkin

Joan Burke
Janice Carey

Raminder Chohan
Andy Clark
Gina Coler

Bruce Connery
Nancy Creamer

Audrey and Lowell 
Dittberner

Steve Dagger
Sonya Dagovitz

Jerry DeWitt
Seva Dhruthi

Thomas and Joan Dine
Eugenie Doyle

Brett Ellis
Judith Fink

Phil and Katherine 
Foster

Kathy Franklin
Mary Fund

Lydia Garvey
Paul Gepts

Patricia and Charles 
Ginsburg

Drew and Myra 
Goodman

Norma Green
Catherine Greene

Lou Gurney
Nichelle Harriott
Katrina Heinze

Ferd Hoefner and Diane 
Curran

Donna Holmes
Patricia Jones
Robert Kaake

Lisa Knittel
Ryoichi Komiya

Lou Kozma
Claire Kozower

Kokoasse Kpomblekou-A
Dennis Lenz
Sandy Lerner

Kenneth Lyons
Pamela Marrone and 

Mick Rogers
Klaas and Mary-Howell 

Martens
Dave Martinelli

Lisa Mauldin Johnson 
and Beatrix Mauldin

Margaret Mellon
David Mervis
Celena Morris
Ginny Davis
Shayla Spiva

Nancy Creamer
Robert Kaake

Margaret O’Connell
Bonnie Orr

William Pape
Mr. Scott Park

Barbara Partee
Darien Payne

Mark and Michelle 
Philips

Theresa and David 
Podoll

Mary Pommerich
Keith Richards

Eugene Robbins
Victoria Rosenfield

Kathleen Rosskopf and 
Roland Pesch
Michelle Sams

Timothy Schultz
Donna Shoemaker

Marcia Sloman
Sally Small
Jane Sooby

Alan Spearot
Anudeva Stevens
Deborah Stinner
Dannon Tabing

Gandhreti Tanuja
Godfrey and Marylisa 

Tencer
April and Brad Thatcher

Ann Thrupp
Zachary Unger

Charlotte Vallaeys
David Vetter
Jeff Vinson

William and Patricia 
Wachob

Weber Warren and Ann 
Weber

Elizabeth Weber
Alice Young

Abigail Youngblood
Minami Yusui
Marian Zeidler

Cafe Mam
Earthbound Farm (Taylor Farms)

Ela Family Farms
General Mills

Kind of Wild Wines
KORA Organics

National Coop Grocers

Nature’s Path Foods
Ogee

Organically Grown Company
Stonyfield Organic

Straus Family Creamery
Whole Foods Market

American Online Giving
Clif Family Foundation

Farm Aid
Farmers Advocating for Organics

Globetrotter Foundation
Marisla Foundation

Nutrition Science Foundation
Patagonia Action Works

Regenerative Agriculture Foundation
Simple Generosity

Sumner Gerard Foundation
The Community Foundation of Western 

North Carolina

OTHER SUPPORTERS 

CORPORATE & FARM DONORS

REVENUE BY SOURCE

Government (46%)

Foundation 
(28%)

Corporate (18%)

Individual (3%)
Other (5%)

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

Research (33%)

Policy (21%)

Administration (16%)

Commmunications
 (11%)

Education (12%)

Development (7%)

UNFI Foundation
United Way California Capital Region

Blackbaud Giving Fund
Campbell Foundation

Five Star Bank
Give Lively Foundation

Organic Farmers Association 
Our Change Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation

Ron D. Klein Foundation
Rouse-Bottom Foundation

UK Online Giving



PO Box   440  Santa Cruz, CA    95061
831.426.6606          office@ofrf.org          www.ofrf.org
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https://www.facebook.com/OFRF.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/organic-farming-research-foundation
https://www.youtube.com/user/OFRFinfo
https://www.instagram.com/organicfarmingresearch/
https://ofrf.org/get-involved/receive-news/

