ORGANIC FARMING RESEARCH FOUNDATION

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow The Honorable John Boozman

Chairwoman, Committee on Ranking Member, Committee on

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington D.C. 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson The Honorable David Scott

Chairman, Committee on Agriculture Ranking Member, Committee on Agriculture
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Chairman Thompson, Ranking Member Boozman, Ranking
Member Scott, Members of both Committees,

Direct, mandatory public funding for agriculture research in the Farm Bill is vital.

The importance of this funding cannot be overstated, as it serves not only the farmers who rely
on it for informed decision-making but also the broader research community, including
universities and non-profit organizations. These programs significantly benefit the rural
communities that actively participate in and host these crucial research projects; every dollar
invested in public agricultural research, an impressive $20 of benefits is generated.' Despite this
well-documented impact, public funding for agricultural research has experienced a 20% decline
since the turn of the century, while funding for other research areas has increased during the
same period.?

We can no longer afford to cut funding for agriculture research. As we move to the drafting
process of the 2023 Farm Bill, the following signatories strongly urges the Committees on
Agriculture to safeguard and expand the existing funding in Title VII. The investments made
through this title not only directly support critical research programs but also sustain the
extension services that farmers across the nation rely upon to maintain profitable and
environmentally sustainable operations.

Thttps://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2022/june/investment-in-u-s-public-agricultural-research-and-dev
elopment-has-fallen-by-a-third-over-past-two-decades-lags-major-trade-competitors/
2d.



Title VIl includes a range of programs that were established by Congress to address needs for a
wide gamut of affected communities. For instance, the Specialty Crop Research Initiative and
the Organic Research and Extension Initiative were created to fill gaps in understanding within
specific agricultural sectors. Programs like the 1890 Scholarships and Tribal College
Endowment Program aim to support and nurture the next generation of agricultural researchers.
Initiatives such as the Urban, Indoor, and Emerging Agriculture program focus on
comprehending the unique challenges faced in specific growing conditions. These programs
and initiatives were established by Congressional direction to address significant questions and
persistent needs, and they demand continued and expanded support.

The public financial support for agricultural research, which we urge this committee to
strengthen, has already experienced significant decreases over the past two decades. As a
group of organizations, businesses, and research institutions deeply committed to the
advancement of agricultural knowledge, we firmly believe that now is not the time to further
diminish their funding, but rather to reverse this concerning trend and secure a prosperous
future for our agricultural sector.

We thank the committee for its unwavering interest in supporting agricultural research and
extension programs. We eagerly anticipate the opportunity to collaborate closely with the
committee to ensure the provision of robust funding and the continued advancement of
agricultural research.
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