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Ranking 7th in the nation, Arizona
has 239 organic businesses, 62 are

organic farms with over $162 million in

sales in 2021.

Arizona’s top organic commodities are

specialty crops like lettuce, broccoli,
and celery.

90% of Arizonans buy organic food, a
proportion that is higher than the
national average.

Arizona’s organic market is projected
to continue its growth, with a
projected 28% in the next 5 years due
to increasing consumer demand and
interest in climate-resilient agriculture.
Arizona reported over 22,000 certified
organic acres in 2021, an alarming
decrease from the nearly 27,000 acres
in 2019.
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e The National Institute of Food and

Agriculture (NIFA) has awarded nearly
$3.5 million in grants to the state’s
research institutions for organic
research. which translates to nearly $70
million in economic activity, according
to the Economic Research Service.
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has
historically funded two projects in the
state researching organic topics, but
those have ended and not been
continued.

The University of Arizona and Arizona
State have played a crucial role in
organic agriculture research,
investigating topics on organic farming
from 2020 to 2023 that directly answer
Arizonan farmers’ concerns.

One project at the University of Arizona is
investigating wine and livestock industry
waste as a feedstock for high-quality,
organic compost to improve soil and
plant health.
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