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Ranking 4th in the nation, Colorado
has 543 organic businesses, 265 of
which are farms with organic
commodity sales totaled over $252M
in 2021.

Colorado’s top organic commodities
are eggs, cattle, and hay, reflecting a
robust livestock market and system.
Colorado’s organic market grew 37%
from 2019 to 2021. It is projected to
continue this growth due to increasing
consumer demand and interest in
climate-resilient agriculture.

Colorado reported over 190,000
certified organic acres in 2021, an
increase from the 167,500 acres in 2019.
90% of Coloradans buy organic
products, well above the national
average.

gordon@ofrf.org | www.ofrf.org

. ¥ 2
e K
B " g e WD
B2 A N | W X AT T Wy e

-
.

Organic in Colorado

» - ——

PRSI0
¥ SN ¢,

ORGANIC RESEARCH

.

The National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) has awarded over $8
million in grants to the state's research
institutions for organic research, which
translates to over $160 million in
economic activity, according to the
Economic Research Service.

Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has
historically had one project in the state
researching organic topics, but that
concluded in 2018, leaving a significant
gap in the research portfolio in Colorado.
Colorado State University has played a
crucial role in organic agriculture
research, investing over $1.5 million in
research on organic farming from 2020
to 2023 that directly answers Coloradan
farmers' concerns.

One research project in the state has
been investigating strategies to decrease
the food safety concerns of organic
poultry farming.
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