ORGANIC . . . .
FARMING Organlc in Illinois

RESEARCH
FOUNDATION

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE —- |

10‘ .v-. A >

Ranking 14th in the nation, lllinois has
735 organic businesses, 354 of those
are organic farms with organic
commodity sales totaling nearly $127
million in 2021.
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traditional row crops like corn and ORGAN IC RESEARCH

soybeans, as well as eggs.

« lllinois’s top organic commodities are

« lllinois’s organic market grew 74% in « The National Institute of Food and
2019-2024. The organic market Agriculture (NIFA) has awarded over
nationally is projected to grow another $20 million in grants to the state’s
28% through 2029 due to increasing research institutions for organic
consumer demand and interest in research, which translates to over $400
climate-resilient agriculture. million in economic activity, according

« lllinois reported nearly 104,000 to the Economic Research Service.
certified organic acres in 2021. « Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has

 41% of organic farmers in lllinois plan historically funded over ten projects in
to increase production over the next the state researching organic topics but
five years. no longer has any internally funded

research on organic projects, revealing a
— | gap in the agency’s research portfolio.

e The University of lllinois has played a
crucial role in organic agriculture
research, investing over $2 million in
research on organic farming that
directly answers farmers’ concerns.

e The participatory plant breeding projects
based out of the state have produced
crucial varieties of corn, carrots, and
grain crops for the state and region’s
organic farmers.
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