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Ranking 5th in the nation,
Washington has 1,355 organic

businesses, 730 are organic farms with

over $1.1 billion in sales in 2021.
Washington's top 10 crops are
generally specialty crops like apples,
potatoes, cherries and grapes.
Washington's organic market grew
29% from 2019-2021. The national
organic market is projected to grow
another 28% through 2025 due to
increasing consumer demand and

interest in climate-resilient agriculture.

Washington reported nearly 135,000
certified organic acres in 2021.
Organic apple production represents a
significant portion of the state's
organic economy, with 263 organic
apple farms generating $600 million
in sales in 2021.
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e The National Institute of Food and

Agriculture (NIFA) has awarded over
$25.5 million in grants to the state's
research institutions for organic
research, which translates to over $500
million in economic activity, according
to the Economic Research Service.
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has
historically funded over 40 projects in
the state researching organic topics, but
only four remain active, revealing a
significant gap in the agency’s
research portfolio.

Washington State University has played
a crucial role in organic agriculture
research, investing nearly $6.5 million
on organic farming since 2020 that
directly answers farmer concerns.

One cutting-edge research project is
developing cultivars of buckwheat that
deliver both attractive economical
outputs as well as build soil health and
offer other ecological benefits.
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