Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture

2301 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
www.agriculture.pa.gov

November 20, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins, Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave. SW

Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins:

We write to request a status update on the FY2025 funds for the Organic Agriculture Research
Extension Initiative (OREI). OREI is the largest USDA research program dedicated to studying
organic agriculture, focusing on finding innovations that improve organic markets and increase
the productivity of established organic producers and processors. This program is crucial
because the United States currently imports over seven times more organic food than we export
every year." Research is key to reversing this trend. The Economic Research Service (ERS)?,
the Rodale Institute®, and nationwide farmer input collected by the Organic Farming Research
Foundation* all conclude that investing in research is a proven way to spur domestic agricultural
production. As the flagship organic research program, OREI plays a central role in our efforts to
boost domestic agricultural production in the organic space.

However, agency-wide pauses rolling out Congressionally authorized funds has crippled OREI
and the organic industry by extension. OREI was given permanent and mandatory baseline
funding in Title VII of the 2018 Farm Bill, and represents $50 million out of the $72.5 million that
the USDA provides to dedicated organic agriculture research.® By law, it must spend the
remaining FY25 funds by the end of the next fiscal year. Unfortunately, OREI had its Request
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for Application (RFA) recalled in February, and it was never released after informing the
research community that this was a routine review.

Not distributing these funds would have both immediate and long-term effects on the growth and
vibrancy of the organic market, already significantly under invested in.® Looking forward, we
appreciate the USDA's ability to carry-over funds from one year to the next.” We hope that the
Secretary, working through the National Institute of Food and Agriculture will expeditiously
administer both the FY25 and FY26 appropriated funds for OREI. This will ensure the continued
success of organic agriculture across the entire United States as we continue to pursue
improvements to the organic method of agriculture and the economic growth it sparks.®

Sincerely,
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Russell C. Redding
Secretary of Agriculture
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Bryan P. Hurlburt

Department of Agriculture Commissioner
State of Connecticut
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Edward D. Wengryn
Secretary of Agriculture
State of New Jersey
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Wm. Donald Clifton |l
Secretary of Agriculture
State of Delaware
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